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Message from the President

This year, | had the privilege of meeting many
of our young artists and program participants.
Bryan Guglielmi, whose self-portrait is featured
on our cover, told me that art was his motivation
for completing high school. He never imagined
that one of his paintings would be featured

at the Smithsonian and felt so honored to be
recognized for his talent.

Spending time with these young people is a
wonderful reminder of how our work makes

a difference in peoples lives. There are 600
million people with disabilities worldwide,
including more than 54 million in this country.
One in every 12 students in the United States
has a mental or physical disability. To serve the
needs of these children, it is important that our
classrooms are welcoming and challenging.
Studies have shown that the arts can raise
long-term academic achievement, decrease
dropout rates, and lay a foundation for future
participation in the workforce.

Enjoy this issue of the Creative Spirit, and see
how the arts can motivate people of all ages in
their quest o learn, grow, and achieve.

Have a wonderful holiday season.

Sincerely,

Swh

Soula Anfoniou

AMERICANS
forthe ARTS E‘

A Conversation with
Bob Lynch, President and CEO
of Americans for the Arts

Americans for the Arts is dedicated to representing
and serving local communities and creating
opportunities for every American to participate

in and appreciate all forms of the arts. Recently,
Soula Antoniou, president of VSA arts, had the
opportunity to meet with Bob Lynch, president

and CEO of Americans for the Arts, to discuss the
importance of the arts in teaching and learning.

Soula Antoniou: What role have the arts played
in your education?

Bob Lynch: The arts played a pivotal role in

my elementary education. | wasn't excited
academically until the eighth grade. | had a
teacher who made a point of finding out what
every kid in the class could excel at. For one
student, it was woodworking, and hes now a
professional furniture maker. For me, it was creative
writing and poetry. My teacher encouraged me to
enter writing contests. The more | did well in those
confests, the more interested | became in learning.

| also liked lyrics, so music became important to
me. | played in bands and music has remained

a constant thread in my life. | can speak from
personal experience, participation in the arts opens
up children's worlds and minds, and offers them the
skills they need for a bright future. That's why | am
so committed to the arts in education.
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Antoniou: VSA arts believes that the arts have
a tremendous impact on the developmental
growth of children with disabilities. Do you
agree?

Llynch: Absolutely. The arts level the learning field.
The arts are an alternate language for children
to use to express themselves. The arts enable
children of all abilities to engage with others in a
non-judgmental way and connect with the outside
world. Teachers need to better understand the
link between the arts and academic achievement
-- particularly for children with disabilities,

who may learn in nontraditional ways. The link
between the arts and academic achievement has
been proven time and again in study after study.

Antoniou: Americans for the Arts conducted a

public opinion survey about arts in education.
What did you learn?

lynch: We found that most parents believe the
arfs are important in preparing children for the
future, but they have a limited understanding of
what the arts in education means. Many parents
think that if their child takes one dance class or
piano lessons, they are actually getting an arts
education. The arts are much more than just fun
activities for kids and kids are not getting enough
art - in or out of school. Parents also think that
"someone else” is taking care of ensuring that the
arts are included in teaching and learning.

Antoniou: What do you say to those parents?

lynch: Parents need to know how they can help.
That is why we created our national PSA
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campaign, ‘Art: Ask for More.” We encourage
parents to visit our Web site, www.artsusa.org,
where they will find information that helps them
quickly understand what the problems are and
how they can quickly do something about it by
writing a letter to their legislators.

Antoniou: Are corporations interested in
community development through the arts?

Lynch: Yes, for businesses, the arts are a key
fo opening new markets, to having a quality
workforce for the future, and to community
development. The arts help children think
creatively and become good team players. Arts
education helps students develop a sense of
craftsmanship, quality task performance, and
goal-setting skills needed to succeed in the
classroom and beyond. Companies need to
support the arts in education to help meet the
challenges of the global information economy.

Antoniou: How do we encourage the next
generation to be committed to the arts in
our society?

Llynch: It's very important that established

leaders mentor emerging leaders. Americans

for the Arts works to encourage and facilitate

the participation of the next generation in the
arts by bringing leaders together with young
philanthropists, young business leaders, and young
elected officials.

Antoniou: Bob, it's been a pleasure talking
with you. Thank you so much.



Engaging Students in the Arts

Discover What “Art is ...”
A Place Where Disability is Welcome

Children in grades K-12 are invited to create

a work of art that reflects their perspectives of
what art is and why it is important. Seventy-five
thousand art teachers and special education
teachers nationwide will receive the 2005

VSA arts Call for
Children’s

Art in December.
Entitled "Art is...”
the Call for Art
is designed to
raise awareness
of the importance
of the arts and

CaLL FOR ART

s AT

AANNEEEER

arts in education

for students of all
abilities.

“Art gives a child
an opportfunity
to communicate,
often before he or she is able to talk,” said
Anthony J. Williams, a member of the VSA arts
Artists Registry. “One important thing | had
were teachers who saw something in me and
immediately brought my work to the attention of
the other children. Art helped me to socialize
with the other children.”

Designed as a poster for use in classrooms,

the Call for Art provides students with multiple
learning activities. Based on the art forms of
famous artists -- Frank Lloyd Wright, Ludwig van
Beethoven, Kenneth Goldsmith, Edgar Degas,
and Jackson Pollock -- the activities include:

* Discover the Art of Building - Find a unique
home, school, or art center in your
community that is accessible for people
of all abilities, or design a building that is
accessible from your perspective;

*  Moake Sound Visible - Listen to a favorite
song. What could you paint or draw to
convey the sounds to your friends?

*  Transform Words into Shapes - Try to use
words themselves to shape a poem on
paper. Consider using American Sign
Language (ASL) as a visual element in your
picture;

*  Draw a New Dance - Use the concepts
of tense/relaxed, curved/straight, long/
short, open/closed, and small/large.
Make sketches of how you think your
body looked when in these positions; and

Explore Alternative Techniques - Make a
painting using nontraditional tools, such as
sticks, stones, plastic, chopsticks, or carpet.

All entries of artwork should be submitted

to a VSA arts affiliate on or before May 5,
2005. In May, two pieces of art from each
state will be selected for possible participation
in a national touring exhibit that will debut in
Washington, D.C. For more information on the
VSA arts affiliate that is administering the Call
for Art in your state and to learn more about
eligibility and application guidelines, please visit
www.vsarts.org.
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“The Play’s the Thing”

When Paul Baumbusch was a boy, he talked to
himself - walking the dog, in the shower, all the
time. He made up dialogue and conversations
with other people. “I realized that | wanted

to play all the parts, so | decided to be a
playwright when | grew up,” he said.

Paul's one-act play, The Changeling, was
selected by a distinguished panel of award-
winning theater artists as the 2004 VSA arts
Playwright Discovery Award best play. On
October 4, at the John F Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts, Paul's play was performed in
the morning to an audience of 300 students and
that evening before an audience of community
leaders.

Each year the VSA arts Playwright Discovery
Award offers students the opportunity to
examine, through the art of playwriting, how a
disability affects a person’s life.

"My play explores the complexity of a family's
response to their son who has autism,” said Paul.
‘| have a friend who is the mother of a child
with autism and she is remarkable as a parent.

| wondered what it would be like if a mother
was not effective as the parent of a child with a
disability. | imagined a worst-case scenario and
that is how | created the characters for my play.”

At the awards ceremony on October 4, Paul
received a scholarship that will be used as

www.vsarts.org
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he pursues his writing career at Northwestern
University.

In addition to recognizing students, VSA arts
honors teachers who are creatively bringing
disability awareness to their classrooms through
the art of playwriting. Leone Lewis, a drama

teacher in Texas, received the 2004 VSA arts
Playwright Discovery Teacher Award.

"By studying playwriting and writing one-act
plays to enter the annual playwright award
program, students become more aware and
open to the world around them,” said Ms.
Lleone. "Students from special education joined
my playwriting class. When we were studying
The Miracle Worker, one student spoke out for
the very first time since he joined my class. As
| witnessed my students’ growth and progress, |
have become a different person and a different
feacher.”

Now in its 21st year, the 2005 VSA arts

Playwright Discovery Award program was
recently announced with a Call for Scripts from
students in grades 6-12. Nearly 38,000 English
and theater teachers nationwide received the
mailing in November. The deadline for scripts

is April 15, 2005. For program guidelines and
application forms for both the Playwright
Discovery Award and the Playwright Discovery
Teacher Award, please visit www.vsarts.org.



Arts Based Teaching and Learning

Educating Through the Arts

In what ways does arts based instruction meet
the academic, social, and artistic needs of
students with disabilities? In what ways can

the work of VSA arts affiliates contribute to the
|orger arts in |eorning conversation? To answer
these questions, VSA arts is conducting ongoing
research on the work of VSA arts offliates
across the country.

Between March and June of 2004, a study of
affiliates was conducted in 10 states: Arizona,
Florida, lowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Montana, New Jersey, Texas, and
Washington.

The study included 16 focus groups involving
classroom teachers and arts specialists,
inferviews with program administrators, and
observations of classrooms engaged in arts
programming. The resulting notes indicated that
infegrating the arts info academic instruction is
something that teachers have done successfully
and continue to do. However, the extent and
quality of arts infegration is dependent upon
the background, skills, and comfort level of
individual teachers. Further, this comfort level is
influenced by the support from administrators
and the resources available to assist teachers in
this endeavor.

Educators who participated in the study
overwhelmingly view arts instruction as a
positive experience for their students with
disabilities. Programming primarily involved
artists residencies in schools and cultural
organizations, as well as teacher and teaching
artist professional development opportunities.

The importance of support before, during, and
after programming is crucial to comprehensive
arts integration, and by exfension, student skill
development.

Participating educators identified several areas
of skill development for students with disabilities.
They could easily connect the arts with student
social skill development. An enhanced capacity
to cooperate and an increased ability to
communicate were discussed as by-products

of the artistic involvement. The arts also
provided for engaged learning environments.
This is particularly important for students that
traditionally have difficulty connecting with

one another and with classroom context and
curriculum.

Overall, the study found that the arts provide
the opportunity and space for students with
disabilities to find and explore their voice;
exercise choice as a central aspect of the art-
making enterprise; and achieve complete access
to the school, community, and curriculum.

The Affiliate Research Project will be used to
develop a model for consistent data collection
that focuses on effective measures of increasing
artistic, cognitive, and social skills of people with
disabilities.

To learn more about the study and related
projects, please visit www.vsarts.org/documents/
resources/research.

www.vsarts.org
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VSA arts Institute - A Catalyst for Change

One way to build an inclusive community where
every student experiences significant learning

in and through the arts is to offer a professional
development environment for teachers that results
in a shift in their perspectives and understanding.
The outcome will be a more inclusive learning
experience for students with disabilities.

Llaunched in 2004 and held in Chicago (March)
and New York (October), the VSA arts Institute
is a four-day intensive professional development
fraining designed for teachers, teaching artists,
and arts administrators. Facilitated by top arts

in education leaders, the Institute format allows
for individual and group learning, with ample
time provided for reflection. Through interactive
study groups, private consulting, workshops, and
an open art studio, participants share their best
feaching practices and learn about the best
practices of their colleagues.

Questions are asked that are central to the
participants’ sharing and learning experiences:
How do we effectively use the arts to

challenge each student fully while still keeping
the whole group moving ahead? What are

the common understandings critical to lasting
partnerships between educators and community
organizations? How do we guide a classroom of
learners that includes all students and provides

n www.vsarts.org

creative opportunities in a safe-yet-dynamic
environment?

The VSA arts Institute represents an evolution
over a decade from product-focused trainings
that showcased the VSA arts educational
resources Start with the Arts© and Express
Diversityl©. Feedback from these international
training opportunities revealed that participants
were interested in gaining greafer understanding
of the learning theory behind the products.

VSA arts responded by incorporating learning
theories and teaching techniques into an Artist
in Residence Institute, which encouraged artists
to implement inclusive residency programs.

This effort, created by VSA arts aoffiliates in
Minnesota, Michigan, and Indiana, and hosted
by VSA arts of Georgia, contained the structure
of the present-day VSA arts Institute. The Arts

in Learning Institute in St. Paul, Minnesota
developed content and identified the core
foundation of arts in learning elements of the
current VSA arts Institute.

In 2005, the VSA arts Institute will be held
in Washington, D.C., April 18-20, and Austin,
Texas, July 17-20. For additional program
information about the VSA arts Institute,
please contact Sandra Middleton, VSA arts
director of education, at 202-628-2800 or

sandym@vsarts.org.



Learning Math Through the Arts

Kong Ho is a successful artist and art teacher

who also happens to have a disability. At the

age of one, he contracted polio and now uses
heavy leg braces for walking. But for Ho, this
difficulty in walking does not inferfere with the
love of his life - painting.

©2002 Kong Ho, Copper Wings & Yellow Spiral,

watercolor on paper (18"x 127)

"My inspiration in painting comes from my
inferests in science, mathematics, and Easfern
philosophy,” said Ho. *| look to mathematics
and science together because each of these
disciplines presents different views about the
order of the natural world. But | cannot make
a pleasing composition from a mathematical

diagram alone, so | look for natural objects like
seashells and leaves with forms or structures
that are based on these concepts and designs.”

Kong Ho's unique integration of art and

math inspired VSA arts and Lifetime Learning
Systems, a division of The Weekly Reader, to
creafe an educational program to help make
math more engaging for students in grades
five through eight. “Let Your Style Take Shape”
infroduces students to Kong Ho's artwork and
his disability. Students can use his artwork to
further explore the many places math can
be found in nature. They can then use this
knowledge to create their own designs.

"VSA arts and The Weekly Reader wanted to
provide educators with suggestions for creating
inclusive educational environments and to
provide teachers with cross-curricular lessons
that meet national standards for math and the
visual arts,” said Nina Benton, director of client
services, The Weekly Reader. "As middle school
students begin to form perceptions of whether
they are ‘good or bad’ at math, we believe this
curriculum will help build their confidence in
their math skills”

Distributed to 10,000 classrooms nationwide,
the VSA arts/Lifetime Learning Systems “Let
Your Style Take Shape” education program
features a poster that lists lesson plans on the
reverse side, a teacher’s guide that offers more
information on strategies, and a feedback
card. To learn more about “Let Your Style Take
Shape,” please visit www.vsarts.org.

www.vsarts.org




Empowering Artists

Drumright (L-R)

York) (L-R)

A Journey to the Smithsonian

For Matthew Drumright (21) of Tennessee and
Bryan Guglielmi (19) of New York, their journey
with the arts began when they were young. Their
journey recently took them to the Smithsonian
Institution where their artwork was featured in the

VSA arts/\Volkswagen of America “Driving Force”
exhibit.

In March, more than 20,000 Call for Entries
were sentf to high schools and colleges across
the country, inviting submissions by young artists
with disabilities. Selected from the pool by a
distinguished jury, 15 finalists were awarded

a total of $30,000 provided by Volkswagen.
Sunaura C. Taylor of Georgia was the grand
prize winner and received $10,000. Matthew
and Bryan won awards of excellence in the

amount of $1000 each.

"Some people don't think | am a redal
photographer because | have Down syndrome,’
said Drumright. *I want to make a living and
support myself with my photography.”

Bryan Guglielmi, who is a visual learner with
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, said, “The
expectation that | will continue my education

in painting has been influential in my life. This
opportunity has given my life purpose.”

There are barriers along the way for any artist

On the left: Soula Antoniou (President,
VSA arts), Matthew Drumright, Senator
William Frist (Tennesee), Joanne and David

On the right: Garin Baker (artist), Bryan
Guglielmi, Senator Hillary Clinton (New

William A. Newman, professor at the Corcoran
College of Art and Design in Washington, D.C.,
knows first hand what it is like to be a working
artist with a disability. Five years after his first
large exhibition won raves from the national
press, Newman was diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis. “It's really hard to be an artist and it's

really hard to be disabled -- and it's really hard
to be both.”

Newman served as a member of the
distinguished panel of jurors for the "Driving
Force” exhibit. "The VSA arts/Volkswagen
partnership supports these artists at a critical
time, when many are deciding whether to pursue
the arts as a career. The award validates and
helps finance that decision,” he said.

Selected on aesthetic merit alone, the jury does
not learn of the artist's particular disability during
the selection process.

David Geanacopoulos, director of industry-
government relations for Volkswagen, said, “We
are humbled and inspired by the sheer talent
and powerful expression represented by these
artists. We are moved by their achievements
and encourage them to continue to follow their
passion.’

To learn more about the "Driving Force” exhibit,

seeking a professional career in the arts, but  please visit www.vsarts.org.

what is it like for an artist with a disability?
www.vsarts.org
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Supporting Arts Access

“Arts Connect All”
VSA arts and Metlife Foundation have

announced the new "Arts Connect All”

initiative. This funding opportunity is designed

fo encourage arts organizations to strengthen
partnerships with local public schools through
the creation or enhancement of accessible
education programs. The goal is to develop
examples of teaching and learning practice so
that more people with disabilities experience
the social development and artistic opportunities
provided through arts learning.

The Arts Connect All program will act as a
catalyst for creating greater educational access
in the arts for students with disabilities and
special needs and highlight the confributions

of arts organizations to the development of
inclusive learning communities.

Nonprofit, 501(c)3, arts organizations, including
museums, theaters, and multi-disciplinary

arfs presenters that are creating or have an
established educational program open to the
general public and involving public schools are
eligible to apply for grants of up to $15000.
Proposals can involve programs that take place
during school hours or after school. The deadline
for proposals is January 28, 2005.

Organizations in the following cities are eligible:
los Angeles, CA; Denver, CO; Tampa, FL;
Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; Boston, MA; St.
Llouis, MO; Portland, OR; Pittsburgh, PA; and

Providence, RI.

Arts Connect All
Edcucational Programs of
A CrganiZanons

Call for Proposals
Danpaling: Friday, Janeissy: 38 005

@

Metlife Foundation \V'Sj'jﬁ. arts

Entries will be reviewed and evaluated by an
independent panel of professionals with and
without disabilities who work in accessible arts
programming, arts education, and/or inclusive
education. All entrants will receive written
notification before March 15, 2005. To obtain
an application for the VSA arts/Metlife
Foundation Arts Connect All initiative and learn
more about eligibility and application guidelines,
please visit www.vsarts.org.

For additional program information, please
contact Stephanie Litvak, director of program

development for VSA arts, at 202-628-2800

or artsconnectall@vsarts.org.
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ARTS«
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Start with the Arts at Home:
Encouraging Reading Through
the Arts — A Parent’s Resource

Created by VSA arts and used in classrooms
across the country, Start with the Arts© is

a comprehensive early childhood learning
resource that encourages the development of
literacy and school readiness. New for parents,
Start with the Arts at Home is a resource

that extends learning opportunities to the

home through fun, engaging, and inclusive arts
activities suitable for children of all abilities.

From Start with the Arts at Home -- Create

a holiday book this season with your child to
capture special memories. Provide sheets of
paper, colored markers, brushes, and washable
paints. Turn the paper sideways and fold in
half to form a book. Join your child in drawing
pictures of holiday memories of family events.

Guide your children in writing simple words or sentences to describe the drawing and then read

their writing aloud to practice verbal skills.

With a donation of $50 to VSA arts, you will receive a copy of Start with the Arts at Home. Join
us in connecting people with disabilities to the arts. Happy Holidays!

«.‘

Vg/& arts

1300 ConnecTicut Avenue, NW. Suite 700
WasHiNGTON, D.C. 20036
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